THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION

^^                      With a steady imperial hand, he took the crown

from the hands of the Pope and himself, symbolically, placed it upon his
own head; then he swore upon the Gospel to preserve equality, liberty,
the rights of property and the integrity of the Republic's territory. And
it was indeed to save the essence of the Revolution and to defend
its natural borders that the nation had chosen him. The French seem
capricious, but they know what they want.
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